
“Some people say you fight 
fire best with fire, but we 
say you put fire out best 
with water. We say you 
don’t fight racism with 
racism. We’re gonna fight 
racism with solidarity.”

-Fred Hampton

The Black Panther Party



What do you 
want in your 
community? 

Let’s Get Started



● originally named Black Panther Party for Self-Defense 

● founded in October 1966 in Oakland, California by Huey Newton and Bobby 
Seale 

● organized armed patrols that followed the police around the black 
community.  

● wore leather jackets and berets as uniforms to signify the military 
discipline of the Panthers as well as a new Black power identity.  

● engaged in community service work: set up free breakfast programs, 
medical clinics, after-school programs

● over 30 national chapters in major cities including Los Angeles, Chicago, 
Illinois, New York, and Seattle

What is the Black Panther Party?  Who were they?



● drafted by the Black Panther Party as a result of being 
misunderstood by white America

● created to establish the group’s goals and direction 

Ten Point Program



We believe that Black and oppressed people will not be free until 
we are able to determine our destinies in our own communities 
ourselves, by fully controlling all the institutions which exist in our 
communities.

Point 1: We want freedom. We want power to determine the destiny of our Black and 
oppressed communities.



Point 1

Think About It:
What is the meaning of freedom to 
you?



We believe that the federal government is responsible and 
obligated to give every person employment or a guaranteed 
income. We believe that if the American businessmen will not 
give full employment, then the technology and means of 
production should be taken from the businessmen and placed 
in the community so that the people of the community can 
organize and employ all of its people and give a high standard 
of living.

Point 2: We want full employment for our people.



Point 2

Think About It: 
How does this relate to the history 
of employment and free labor in the 
country?



We believe that this racist government has robbed us and 
now we are demanding the overdue debt of forty acres 
and two mules. Forty acres and two mules were promised 
100 years ago as restitution for slave labor and mass 
murder of Black people. We will accept the payment in 
currency which will be distributed to our many 
communities. The American racist has taken part in the 
slaughter of over fifty million Black people. Therefore, 
we feel this is a modest demand that we make.

Point 3: We want an end to the robbery by the capitalist of our Black and oppressed 
communities.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sm_opzUhQj4


Point 3

Think About It:
What do you know about 
reparations and the 
government’s promise of 40 
acres and a mule?



We believe that if the landlords will not give decent 
housing to our Black and oppressed communities, 
then the housing and the land should be made into 
cooperatives so that the people in our communities, 
with government aid, can build and make decent 
housing for the people.

Point 4: We want decent housing, fit for the shelter of human beings.



Point 4

Think about it: 
How can housing being more 
accessible for some and not 
for others?



We believe in an educational system that 
will give to our people a knowledge of 
self. If you do not have knowledge of 
yourself and your position in the society 
and the world, then you will have little 
chance to know anything else.

Point 5: We want education for our people that exposes the true nature of this decadent 
American society. We want education that teaches us our true history and our role in the 
present-day society.



Point 5

Think About It:
How do “divisive concepts 
laws” interfere with young 
people’s right to learn 
American history?



We believe that the government must provide, free of charge, for 
the people, health facilities which will not only treat our illnesses, 
most of which have come about as a result of our oppression, but 
which will also develop preventative medical programs to guarantee 
our future survival. We believe that mass health education and 
research programs must be developed to give all Black and 
oppressed people access to advanced scientific and medical 
information, so we may provide ourselves with proper medical 
attention and care.

Point 6: We want completely free health care for all Black and oppressed people.



Point 6

Think About It: 
How would free healthcare 
impact all communities during 
this pandemic, especially in 
marginalized communities? 



We believe that the racist and fascist 
government of the United States uses its 
domestic enforcement agencies to carry out 
its program of oppression against Black 
people, other people of color and poor 
people inside the United States. We believe it 
is our right, therefore, to defend ourselves 
against such armed forces, and that all Black 
and oppressed people should be armed for 
self-defense of our homes and communities 
against these fascist police forces.

Point 7: We want an immediate end to police brutality and murder of Black people, other 
people of color, all oppressed people inside the United States.



Point 7

Let’s talk about it. 



We believe that the various conflicts which exist around the 
world stem directly from the aggressive desires of the U.S. 
ruling circle and government to force its domination upon the 
oppressed people of the world. We believe that if the U.S. 
government or its lackeys do not cease these aggressive 
wars that it is the right of the people to defend themselves 
by any means necessary against their aggressors.

Point 8: We want an immediate end to all wars of aggression.



Point 8

Let’s talk about it. 



We believe that the many Black and poor oppressed people now held in U.S. 
prisons and jails have not received fair and impartial trials under a racist and 
fascist judicial system and should be free from incarceration. We believe in the 
ultimate elimination of all wretched, inhuman penal institutions, because the masses 
of men and women imprisoned inside the United States or by the U.S. military are 
the victims of oppressive conditions which are the real cause of their 
imprisonment. We believe that when persons are brought to trial that they must 
be guaranteed, by the United States, juries of their peers, attorneys of their 
choice and freedom from imprisonment while awaiting trials.

Point 9: We want freedom for all Black and poor oppressed people now held in U.S. federal, 
state, county, city and military prisons and jails. We want trials by a jury of peers for all 
persons charged with so-called crimes under the laws of this country.



Point 9

Let’s talk about it. 



When in the course of human 
events, it becomes necessary for 
one people to dissolve the political 
bands which have connected them 
with another, and to assume, among 
the powers of the earth, the 
separate and equal station to which 
the laws of nature and nature’s God 
entitle them, a decent respect to 
the opinions of mankind requires 
that they should declare the causes 
which impel them to the separation.

Point 10: We want land, bread, housing, education, clothing, justice, peace and 
people’s community control of modern technology.

Credit: Intellectual Media 
TWO MINUTE HISTORY | BREAKFAST AND SELF-SERVE JUSTICE (YouTube)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSwoDOQ5dMw


Point 10

Let’s talk about it. 



Closing 
Thoughts



Contact us

Alana Harte, Ed.D.

VP3@naacprutland.org


